The total value of Japanese trade in rare metals fell by 13% to Yen 3061 bn in 2019. The drop was due to an 18% fall in the value of imports to Yen 2192 bn. Imports of all product groups except catalysts fell, largely due to lower prices for steel raw materials and to the slowdown in the Chinese economy since autumn-2018. In contrast, the value of exports rose by 1% to Yen 869 bn in 2019. In terms of volume, imports of nine products fell by more than 30% in 2019. Imports of just four products rose by more than 30% in 2019. The outlook for trade is uncertain through 2020 due to several political factors: the ongoing trade dispute between China and the USA; the Brexit process in the UK; political tension in Iran; and the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent trade, travel and production restrictions. A set of tables and a graph show market and trade figures for Japan rare metals in 2019.
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